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I was standing here at Grand-Place once before, as an art university student on a 40-day art tour looking
around 14 countries in Europe and Egypt. I could hardly imagine that I would come back to Brussels again
as an artist almost 30 years later.
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Yes, I was just a beginner. Soon Ms. Alina Maria Ologu (Curator of ACAF) gave me a '0like'". I saw her
account and the words 'Artist Call for the ACCESSIBLE Art Fair Brussels'. I saw several TED Talks of CEO

& Founder Ms. Stephanie Manasseh - A new way to show art
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fmnpw-Mdx2I), '"Removing the barriers between the buyer and the
artist', 'woman supports woman' - The ACCESSIBLE Art Fair's concept was obviously what I was looking for.
At the final deadline, I made an application with careless photos but luckily I was selected as individual solo
artist for the first time in an art fair.
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“Why Belgium?”, my Japanese acquaintances may wonder. I bought a book 30 years ago in Europe about
‘Kuba’s Raffia Textile in Congo’ and Raffia guided me to natural fiber materials (Congo and Belgium are
historically connected) and the contrast of the gold leaf on the stone building continues to influence my work
subconsciously. What better reason to make me want to show my new works for the first time.
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At the ACCESSIBLE Art Fair, I asked each customer ‘Which one do you like best, please tell me for my
marketing research.” Belgian people have their own view, very simple and stylish, of art & design.
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B I got lots of reactions and responses as follows:

Favorite No.3 ‘Center line’ ‘vertical and horizontal balance’

B There was no difference below; according to each personality.




‘Simple but gorgeous’ Elderly women's preference I like Cross’/Men like Black Frames/ like asymmetry

‘C'est bon’ “Treasurely’

Preference of more Combinations Combinations
characteristic people silver and gold white and silver
Frame combination
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There were generally good responses from the Elderly people who knew Raffia.
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It is a tremendous pleasure that artists and staff’s mother came to express their compliments.
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Young people pointed out ‘too much decorations’; they prefer simpler design.
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B For Framed Shaggy lugs on Japanese Mulberry Paper +Ef#kicy v ¥—F ZERICOWT;
‘T have never seen before’ ‘How unusual’
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I’'m very grateful for your corporation to the all art fans and visitors coming to my booth.
And I would like to express my gratitude Ms. Stephanie Manasseh, Ms. Alina Maria Ologu, members of the
selection committee, the curators, staff, and all the Artists.
I will feed your comments back to future production and make use of them for the next stage.
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With much appreciation,

Mika Yajima 2017/10/16



